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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



This Office is in response to the application filed on 29 March 2001 . 



2. 



Claims 1-1 1 are presented for examination. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ) t (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA) and the 
Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a 
U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, 
the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre- 
AIPA35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

4. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Olivier, 
US patent no. 6,480,885 B1 . 

5. As to claim 1 , Olivier teaches substantially the invention as claimed, including a 
computer-implemented method for providing a targeted message to a user, comprising 
the steps of: receiving a targeted message and an associated target profile (Olivier, 
Abstract col. 3, lines 6-32; col. 5, lines 23-46; col. 6, lines 7-53); comparing said target 
profile to stored user profiles (Olivier, Abstract, col. 3, lines 6-32; col. 5, lines 23-46; col. 

6. lines 7-53; col. 8, lines 8-44; col. 11, lines 1-57)\ associating matching user profiles 
with said targeted message; comparing an accessing user to said matching user 
profiles (Olivier, Abstract, col. 3, lines 6-32; col. 5, lines 23-46; col. 6, lines 7-53; col. 8, 
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lines 8-44; col. 11, lines 1-57); and, if a match between said accessing user and said 
matching user profiles is found, providing said targeted message to said accessing user 
(Olivier, Abstract, col. 3, lines 6-32; col. 5, lines 23-46; col. 6, lines 7-53; col. 8, lines 8- 
44; col. 1, lines 11-57). 

6. As to claim 2, Olivier teaches further the steps of: 

providing a target profile tree (a set of web pages) (Olivier, Abstract, col. 3, lines 
6-32; col. 5, lines 23-46; col. 6, lines 7-53; col. 8, lines 8-44; col. 11, lines 1-57); and 

building said target profile using said target profile tree in response to 
specifications associated with said received targeted message (Olivier, Abstract, col. 3, 
lines 6-32; col. 5, lines 23-46; col. 6, lines 7-53; col. 8, lines 8-44; col. 11, lines 1-57). 

7. As to claim 3, Olivier teaches, wherein said target profile tree is a tree of web 
pages (Olivier, Abstract, col. 3, lines 6-32; col. 5, lines 23-46; col. 6, lines 7-53; col. 8, 
lines 8-44; col. 1, lines 11-57). 

8. As to claim 4, Olivier teaches, wherein the step of building a target profile 
comprises stepping through said target profile tree, each step in response to input from 
a user (Olivier, Abstract, col. 3, lines 6-32; col. 5, lines 23-46; col. 6, lines 7-53; col. 8, 
lines 8-44; col. 1 1, lines 1-57). 

9. As to claim 5, Olivier teaches, further the step of reporting a count of user profiles 
matching said target profile (Olivier, Abstract, col. 3, lines 6-32; col. 5, lines 23-46; col. 
6, lines 7-53; col. 8, lines 8-44; col. 11, lines 1-57). 

1 0. As to claim 6, Olivier teaches, further comprising the steps of: recomparing 
periodically said target profile with said stored user profiles; and associating matching 
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user profiles found in said recomparing step with said targeted message (Olivier, 
Abstract, col. 3, lines 6-32; col. 5, lines 23-46; col. 6, lines 7-53; col. 8, lines 8-44; col. 
11, lines 1-57). 

11. As to claim 7, Olivier teaches, wherein said step of associating further comprises 
storing said user profiles with said targeted message in a database record (Olivier, 
Abstract, col. 3, lines 6-32; col. 5, lines 23-46; col. 6, lines 7-53; col. 8, lines 8-44; col. 

11. lines 1-57). 

12. As to claim 8, Olivier teaches, wherein said step of associating further comprises 
creating links from said user profiles to said targeted message (Olivier, Abstract, col. 3, 
lines 6-32; col. 5, lines 23-46; col. 6, lines 7-53; col. 8, lines 8-44; col. 11, lines 1-57). 

13. As to claim 9, Olivier teaches, a system to provide a targeted message to a user 
having a user profile, comprising: a target profile builder to build a target profile in 
response to a received targeted message (Olivier, Abstract, col. 3, lines 6-32; col. 5, 
lines 23-46; col. 6, lines 7-53; col. 8, lines 8-44; col. 1 1, lines 1-57); a user profile 
repository to store user profiles; a search system to search said user profile repository 
for matches to said target profile (Olivier, Abstract, col. 3, lines 6-32; col. 5, lines 23-46; 
col. 6, lines 7-53; col. 8, lines 8-44; col. 11, lines 1-57) ; and 

a targeted message repository to store the targeted message and associations to 
matching user profiles, said targeted message repository to be search with said search 
system in response to access of the system by a user whereby the targeted message is 
provided to said user if a match in said targeted message repository is found (Olivier, 
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Abstract coL 3, lines 6-32; col. 5, lines 23-46; col. 6, lines 7-53; col. 8, lines 8-44; col. 
11 lines 1-57). 

14. As to claim 10, Olivier teaches, wherein said targeted message repository further 
comprises at least one database record to store said targeted message and said 
matching user profiles (Olivier, Abstract coL 3, lines 6-32; col. 5, lines 23-46; col. 6, 
lines 7-53; col. 8, lines 8-44; col. 11, lines 1-57). 

15. As to claim 1 1 , Olivier teaches, wherein said targeted message to repository 
further comprises at least one database record to store said targeted message and links 
to said matching user profiles (Olivier, Abstract, col. 3, lines 6-32; col. 5, lines 23-46; 
col. 6, lines 7-53; col. 8, lines 8-44; col. 11, lines 1-57). 

1 6. Further references of interest are cited on Form PTO-892, which is an 
attachment to this action. 

17. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai V. Nguyen whose telephone number is 703-306- 
0276. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:00-3:30 Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Harvey can be reached on 703-305-9705. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Hai V. Nguyen 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2142 





